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Terms of use:

The person/party for whom this report was requested/prepared, as identified in this report,
agrees to the following information:

 1) NPIC does not guarantee the accuracy or veracity of these reports;
 2) NPIC does not assume any responsibility for any misuse of this information;
 3) NPIC does not assume that reporting parties will be responsive to follow-up contact
regarding reported information;

NPIC does not review the reports for:

 1) legitimate reporting personnel
 2) toxicological or medical information reported, or
 3) circumstances surrounding the exposure

The use of this report in part or entirety by the person/party for whom the report was
requested/prepared signifies acceptance by that person/party of the above conditions.



Incident Details Eagle incident
Ecological Incident Report

NPICEREP3011334 Submitted: March     01, 2012, 14:15 PM

Rozol
7173-286
prairie dog
Granular

chlorophacinone
5.0E-4

Ingredient:
AI %:

Name:
Reg. Num.

Use Site:
Formulation:
Use/Misuse: registered

Certainty:  definite
Evidence: Law enforcement investigation determined that Rozol was properly
applied, by a licensed applicator following the label
application guidelines.  It appears the death of the eagle resulted because of the
authorization of
the use ofRozol as an approved poison for prairie dogs.

Air/Ground:  ground
Method:  hand

Appl. Rate:  53 grams per active burrow

Matt Schwarz

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Contaminants Specialist

Pierre, SD

Product Information:

Reported By:
Title:

Company:

Incident:

Lab Report? Yes - original:"USFWS 2007a Bald Eagle Rozol LE reports.pdf"    Stored as:
NPICEREP3011334.pdf

Abstract: On 12/06/06, Nebraska Conservation Officer (NCO) Virgil Gosch recovered the carcass of a bald
eagle. NCO Gosch suspected the cause of death may have been poisoning. The eagle was transferred
to the National Forensics Lab on 01/10/07, who determined the cause of death to be poisoning by
Rozol.

terrestrialIncident Type:
NEState:

County: Red Willow
1

December  06, 2006

Total entities:
Magnitude:
Start Date:

dead
December  06, 2006End Date:
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Mortality
field

Response:
Habitat:

birdType:
Bald EagleSpecies:

adultAge:
Secondary poisoningRoute:

Below is an excrept from the National Fish and Wildlife Forensics Laboratory:

Based on the gross pathological (necropsy) findings and Examiner Kinns results
(See attached Chemistry
Examination Report, dated March 19, 2007.), it is my opinion, this eagle died
from the ingestion of the
rodenticide Chlorophacinone (0.30 f.Lg/g). Either ingestion of the unprotected
bait (primary poisoning) or
the chronic (over a period of time) ingestion of rodents that have succumbed
due to their eating the
substance (secondary poisoning), interferes with vitamin K reduction and
activation of blood clotting
factors which resulted in hemorrhaging. The massive or sustained
hemorrhaging can then lead to anemia,
shock, and subsequent death.
The observed small hemorrhagic skin laceration on the dorsal elbow region of
the right wing was caused
by trauma from an undetermined source. This trauma may have initiated the
extensive hemorrhaging
caused by the presence of the anticoagulant rodenticide in this eagle.

Details:

1.0Quantity:
1Magnitude:

Entity Information:
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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

IN REPI.V REFER T01 

Office of Law Enforcement · 
Chulc: R. Bavln 

N~ti11nal Fish and Wildlife Forensics Laboratory 
1490 East Main Street 

Ashland, Oregon 97520 

FWSILE LAB CASE #07-000015 

Mike Damico, SAJLE 
USJ.lWS/LE, North Platte 
POBox 1086 
North Platte, NE 69103 

Dear Agent Damico: 

March 22, 2007 

Enclosed are the examination reports regarding the evidence submitted to the Laboratory under Agency 
Case No. 2007600155. 

Radiographs and photographic enlargements are available upon request for courtroom proceedings. The 
evidence is being returned to you under separate cover. 

Please be aware that because of the presence of the anticoagulant rodenticide Chlorophacinone, proper 
disposal of this eagle carcass requires either its burning or burial. The· eagle carcass· is unsuitable for 
transfer to the National Eagl~ Repository upon completion of your investigation. 

If I can be of further assistance, please give me a call at 541-482-4191. 

Sincerely, 

Rhoda M. Ralston, DVM 
Veterinary Medical EKIIllliuor 
E-mail Address: rhoda_ralston@fws.gov 



United States Department of the Interior · 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Office of Law Enforcement 

Clark R. Bavin 
National Fish and Wildlife Forensics Ll!boratory 

IN FW"LTf\UtkTO: 
1490 East Main Street . 

Ashland, Oregon 97520 

March 22, 2007 

VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINATION REPORT 

Agency: 
USFWSILE, North Platte 
POBoll.1086 
North Platte, NE 69103 

EVIDENCE RECEIVED: 

Lab Case #: 07-000015 
Examiner: Ralston 
Agency Case#: 2007600155 
Investigator: · Damico 
Suspects: 

Case Title: Red Willow County Bald 
Eagle 

The following evidence was received in the Evidence Unit of the Laboratory on JanulllY 11, 2007, and 
was transferred to the undersigned examiner on January 16, 2006: · 

LAB-L "One adult !laid eagle - ST#650204" [ST#650204; Item#l) 

EXAMINATION/S CONDUCTED: 

The evidence item was x-rayed, dissected, and examined visually (necropsy examination) for. gross 
pathological lesions. Photographs were taken to document any significant gross pathological fmdings. 

Liver tissue (LAB-lA) from the eagle carcass was transferred to the USGS, National Wildlife Health 
Center, Madison, Wisconsin, for the detection ofliver lead levels (See a:ttaci;Jed National Wildlife Health 
Center Diagnostics Services Case Report, dated February 14, 2007.) 

Liver ti••ue(LAB-lB) from the eagle carcass was transferred to.Mark A. Kirms, Senior Forensic 
Scienti~t- Chemi~try, for analyses to determine the presence of any anticoagulant rodenticides (See 
attached Chemistry Examination Report, dated March 19, 2007.) 

NECROPSY EXAMINATION RESULTS: 

Species: 
Welgb.t: 
Body Condition: 
Post Mortem Condition: 

IDSTORY: 

No history provided. 

Bald Engle 
4900gm 
~xcellent 
Good 

Lab Case #: 07-000015 Lab-1 

Sex/Age: 
Identification#: 
Specimen: 
Date Examined: 

1 of3 

Female/Adult 
ST #650204; Item#! 
Intact Carcass 
Jan.uary 24, 2007 

Examiner's: Initials 



Examination Report 07-000015 -Continued 
March 22, 2007 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION; 

The feathers on the right side of the face are bile-stained. There is bloody mucous in the mouth. The oral 
mucous membranes are pale. A small skin laceration (2.0 em in diameter) is observed on the dorsal (top) 
aspect of the elbow region of the right wing. The surrounding feathers are bloody. Bloody feathers are 
also present on the ventral (underneath) right elbow. The keel is not prominent. There are no palpable 
fractures or electrothermal injUries evident. The feathers surrounding the vent are not fecal-stained. The 
feet arc semi-clenched. 

INTERNAL EXAMINATION; 

The carcass w:os partially skinned and the breast removed to facilitate an internal examination. Extensive 
subcutaneous tissue swelling and hemorrhage extends from the shoulder to below the elbow of the right 
wing. Hemorrhage is noted in the muscle tissues and into the clavicular air sac. The blood is not well 
clotted. No penetrating gunshot wounds are evident. There are abundant subcutaneous and mesenteric 
fat deposits. The breast musculature is normally developed. The skull is intact. The brain is pale, but 
othe!Wise normal. 

All tissues are generally pale (anemic). The trachea and body cavity air sacs are normal. There is 
hemorrhage present in the dorsal periphery of both lungs, especially the right. The pericardia! sac 
surrounding the heart is distended with BC!rosanguinous fluid (hydropericardium). Ecchymotic . 
hemorrhages are present on the epicardial surfaces of the heart. The heart is intact, but empty of clotted 
blood. The liver and kidneys are pale, but otherwise normal. The kidneys are uxate-filled. The gall 
bladder is distended with semi-viscous bile. The spleen is pale a!J.d shrunken (2.0 em X 1.4 em). The 
pancreas is normal. The crop and stomach contain only bik-stain~d mucous. The intestinal tract is empty 
and atrophied. 

RADIOGRAl'IUC EXAMINATION: 

No fractures or metallic radi.odensities suggestive of bullet fragmepts or pellets are observed. 

SUBSAMPLES SA VED/SUBMITIED FOR ANALYSIS; 

LAB-lA: Liver tissue for lead analysis from LAB-I 
LAB-lB: Liver tissue for anticoagulant analysis from LAB-I 

NECROPSY FINDINGS; 

1) Small hemorrhagic skin laceration on dorsal elbow region ofthe right wing 
2) E;.;twsive tissue hemorrhage of right wing from the shoulder to below the elbow 
3) Pericardia! sac surrounding the heart distended with serosanguinous liquid (hydropericardiil.m) 
4) Generalized pale (anemic) tissues 

DIAGNOSIS: 

Poisoning • Anticoagulant Rodenticide Chlorophacinone 
Trauma 

2 of3 
Examiner's Initials 



Examination Report 07-Q00015 -Continued 
. M~~roh 22, 2007 

COMMJl:NT: 

Rased on the gross pathological (necropsy) findings and Examiner Kinns results (See attached Chemistry 
Examination Report, dated March 19, 2007.), it is my opinion, this eagle died from the ingestion of the 
rodenticide Chlorophacinone (0.30 f.Lg/g). Either ingestion of the unprotected bait (primary poisoning) or 
the chronic (over a period of time) ingestion of rodents that have succumbed due to their eating the 
substance (sooondary poisoning), interferes with vitamin K reduction and activation of blood clotting 
factors which resuJtq in hemorrhaging. The massive or sustained hemorrhaging can then lead to anemia, 
shock, and subsequent death. 

The observed small hemorrhagic skin laceration on the dorsal elbow region of the right wing was caused 
by trauma from an undetermined source. 'This trauma may have initiated the extensive hemorrhaging 
caused by the presence of the anticoagulant rodenticide in this eagle. 

DlSPOSmON OF EVIDENCE: 

All evidence item(s) were transferred to the Evidence Unit pending return to the submitting agency. 

Rhoda M. Ralston, DVM ' 
Veterinary Medical Examiner 
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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

IN IW"J.Y rmfliR TO. 

Agency: 
USfWSILE, North Platte 
POBox 1086 
North Platte, NE 69103 

Office of Law Enforcement · 
Clark R. Bavin 

Na!lonal Fish and Wildlife Forensics Laboratory 
1490 East Main Street 

Ashland, Oregon 97520 

CHEMISTRY EXAMINATION REPORT 

Lal;l Case #: 07-000015 
E~aminer: Kirms 
Agency Case II: 2007600155 
Investigator: Damico 
Suspects: 

March 19, 2007 

Case Title: Red Willow County Bald 
Eagle 

EVIDENCE RECEIVED: 

The following evidence was iransfcrrc:d to the: undersigned examiner on February 08, 2007: 

LAB-HI: Liver tissue for anticoagulant analysis from LAB-1 

EXAMINATION CONDUCTED: 

LAB-IB: The evidence item was analyzed for the presence of anticoagulants employing high 
performance liquid chromatography/mass spectrometry. 

EXAMINATION CONCLUSIONS: 

LAB-lB: Results from the analyses conducted revealed the presence of the anticoagulant 
Chlorophacinone in a quantity of0.30 J.lglg. 

DISPOSITION OF EVIDENCE: 

The evidence item was 1ransferred to the Evidence Unit pending return to the subnritting agency. 

kA.Kirms 
ior Forensic Scientist 

1 ofl 
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DEI' ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

-~v-..11· 

U.S. Fl:"1I AND 'JIIILDLIFE SERVICE REPORT#: 2007600155R003 
OFFICi1, QF LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Note: This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the Office of Law Enforcement, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It is the property of this office and 
is loaned to your agency. It, and its contents are not to be distributed outside of your agency. 

CASE TITLE REPORT DATE CASE NUMBER 

10/19/2007 2007600155 
RED WILLOW COUNTY BALD EAGLE 

REPORTING OFFICER REPORT STATUS 

Mike Damico- SA0435 DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY 
PENDING 

APPROI'EDBY~;( 

/s/ Honora G. Gordon 

SUBJECTS OF REPORT 

BARRETT D. EILER 
DONNIE SUGHROUE, JR. 

SYNOPSIS 

This report updates the investigation of the suspected killing of a Bald Eagle (eagle) in Red Willow County, Nebraska, in violation of the 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. On 12/06/06, Nebraska Conservation Officer (NCO) Virgil Gosch recovered the carcass of an eagle. 
NCO Gosch suspected the cause of death may have been poisoning. The eagle was transferred to the National Forensics Lab on 01/10/07, 
who determined the cause of death to be poisoning by Rozol. 

On 08/07/07, Barrett EILER, manager of the property where the suspected prairie dog poisoning had taken place, was contacted. EILER 
conf'rrmed the prairie dog town had been poisoned and identified Donnie SUGHROUE as the poison applicator. SUGHROUE was also 
contacted and confirmed Rozol as the poisoning agent used. SUGHROUE is licensed as an approved applicator and followed label 
instructions. SUGHROUE also stated it was not unusual for prairie dogs showing the effects of the poisoning to come to the surface of the 
ground, seemingly unaware of any potential dangers, being in what he described, as a stupor state before their death. 

DISTRIBUTION 
Internal List 

Roger Gephart, SA0422 
Ronnie Gordon, SA0501 
Robert Prieksat, SA0449 
Mike Damico, SA0435 
Gary Mowad, SA0446 

External List 
Gosch Virgil, NCO 
USFWS Ecological Services 



RED WILLOW COUNTY BALD EAGLE 

NARRATIVE 

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION 

08/07/07 - Contact with Barrett EILER 

-

INV 2007600155 
R-3 

On 08/07/07, SA Mike Damico contacted Barrett EILER, of McCook, Nebraska. EILER 
admitted to managing the property where the prairie dog town had been located, as well as the 
nearby field where the eagle carcass had been recovered. EILER confirmed the prairie dogs had 
been poisoned and he had paid Donnie SUGHROUE to apply Rozol to kill the prairie dogs. 
EILER believed SUGHROUE to be a licensed applicator and thought he had paid SUGHROUE 
about $8.00 per acre to apply the Rozol, plus the cost of the poison itself. EILER also said to the 
best of his knowledge, none of his neighbors had killed prairie dogs with poison in the last 
season. EILER provided contact information for SUGHROUE, which also included the Nebraska 
licensed pesticide applicator number 082464. 

08/07/07- Contact with Donnie SUGHROUE 

On 08/07/07, SA Damico contacted Donnie SUGHROUE, at his home in Bartley, Nebraska. 
SUGHOURE recalled being hired to poison the prairie dog town for EILER and had made the 
application ofRozol on November 8, 2006. SUGHROUEused 12.5 buckets ofRozol to cover 
about 38 acres. SUGHROUE charged EILER $10.00 per acre, plus the cost of the Rozol, which 
he picked up himself. SUGHROUE produced his Nebraska Commercial Pesticide Applicator 
License, NEB 082464, which permitted him to apply Rozol for the control of prairie dogs. 

SUGHROUE explained he applies the Rozol into the prairie dog hole, not onto the surface 
around the hole. SUGHROUE displayed specialized equipment used for this purpose. 
SUGHROUE went on to explain a return visit is made within four to five days after initial 
application and again in another four days after that. SUGHROUE said he had not seen many 
prairie dogs on the surface at this particular location, when he returned, but at other sites he had. A 
SUGHROUE also explained that he knew poisoned prairie dogs often returned to the surface 
before dying, as evidenced by the bloody stools he often saw when he returned to inspect the <.---.;;( 
sites. SUGHROUE further relayed an incident when the poison Rozol had been applied to a 
prairie dog town, as per label instructions and the lady owning the property watched as poisoned 
prairie dogs stumbled around on the surface for two weeks_afier the application. SUGHROUE 
added when he does see prairie dogs on the surface after they have been poisoned, they seem to 
be in a stupor, and not wary at all. SUGHROUE said he could often walk right up to these 
poisoned prairie dogs and they would not run away. 

2 



RED WILLOW COUNTY BALD EAGLE 

DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECTS 

Barrett D. EILER 
38986 US Highway 6 
POBox 821 
McCook, NE 69001 
(308) 345-6735 

Donnie SUGHROUE, Jr. 
Box283 
Bartley, NE 69020 
(308) 692-3693 

WITNESSES 

Virgil Gosch 
Nebraska Conservation Officer 
Box 752 
McCook, NE 69001 
(308) 345-2185 

Mike Damico 
Special Agent 
USFWS-LE 
Box 1086 
North Platte, NE 69101 
(308) 534-0925 

LAWS VIOLATED 

Eagle Act, 16 U.S.C. 668 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 16 U.S.C. 703 

EVIDENCE 

---·--- -

INV 2007600155 
R-3 

One adult Bald Eagle carcass, Seizure Tag #650204 -located at the USFWS North Platte LE 
office. (This evidence must be buried or incinerated for proper disposal. The Rainwater Basin 
Waterfowl Management District office has offered to help with the disposal when they next use 
their incinerator.) 

3 



RED WILLOW COUNTY BALD EAGLE 

ATTACHMENT 

1. Copy ofRozol Label (1 Page) 

4* 
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R-3 



R[STRICTED U91! ISI!STiell)! 
DUET() POTIMIAL SECOIIDARfTOXICITY TO NONTARGET ORGANISMS 

For relllilsale to and use onty by cetlifilld and licensed private applice\01'$ 
or oommereiaf/non-oommerdat appUoators oertifiad and Hce.need in 
Nllllra&l<a's wildlife damage control category. 

24(c) SUPPLEMENTAL LABEL 
FOR DISTRIBUTION AND USE ONLY WITHIN THE STATE OF NEBRASKA 

rozol® 
PRAIRIE DOG BAIT 

FOR USE ON RANGELAND AND NONCROP AREAS 
TO CONTROL BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOGS (Cynomyt tudovicianus) 

Ef'l\ SLN No. NE..OOOOOI 
EPA Regis!Jation No.. 7173-184 EPA 911 No. 7173--WI-1 

This label is olfeclive beginning F&btuaty 15, 2006 and expires March 15, 2008 

DIRECnONS FOR USE 
It Is a \ltoiation of Federal Law 1o usa ~s product In a mann at ii'Dm&i&'IAnt with its labelirl9. which 
includes litis Sllflllleme""'llabelond lhelobel !or Ram! Poc:1ort Gopher Bail (EPA Reg. No. 7173-104). 
Bolll Qllhese labels must be In 1he ~ton oltll& UO!Ir at11!<! tiooo of appJication. Follow aU 
dlrecti<H11i of lhi• 6Ujllllomen1BII- and ell applicable dlrocllons, 1851.o1ctioos and precaution• on lho 
label for EPA Rag. No. 7173·184. 

Tha Nobmslal -oid<l Act roqotreo oates of I<!Oiricla<l use pasti<idesto ba ....,.,_.by lhe dealer · 
w~hin 48 hours of lhe sale, a rod (llDVided 1o a dealgnated agent of 1he Neb181!ka Deparlm<Jnt of 
AgdcU!uro upon oeqtMOt. v ..... of 11118 prodUCt are acMe4d lhot monitoring Witt ba conductod by 1h<> 
NDA in oroer to detennin& ootnpliance wi1h altlllleloll<l mcoraKoopfng pr0111slon$. 

use rerstrk:llono: lllls pro<lUCt may <>n1y be u&e<lln urnterground applications 1r> control blad<-toil&d 
prairi& dogs. (C'ynomys /udovicillnus) on nmgdand and noncrop atv:m in Nebr!lAka.. 

l!ail must be applied at toast 6 inchos down prairie dog burrows. Do""' eppty boil M ot 
-·ground levol. Treot onlr -ve lrunows. 
1\ppiy b«Q only bolwoen Octob&r 1 and March 15 ol1he following year, belooo opring grooiHlp 
o1 vegetation OCCUr&~ 
Storo this. product away from humans. domntic animals, pets and nontarget wi.ldlif&. Oo not 
allow chldron,ll91s. dorool!tic animals, or .,.._,s not inwlved In 11\e application to be 
In 11\e """' where !he pr<><IUCI 18 being opplied. 
Waor dlomk;ol-ro616Cant gkwe& whtm-MnOrh)g bait or dead animalo. 

8ha Aueurnam; B9fom applying 1his product. idanttfy BdlW prafrle dog burrows by v~tlil.l 
'lbservaljon. The openings of IICiiVB bUrrowo ~Mll I}Onemlly ba free o1 klaVriS. seeds, 01her debris or 
6pidor wetn:;. and will show fro:shlytumed earth. and have ptaltlt) dog feces nearby. 
Applicallon: Apply 114 CliP (53 grams or II<Nifly 2 OUMM) o1 baM at l&asl6 in<:he& down acti\18 prairie 
dog bunow:t. Make aure no b\1lit ialeft on tha soil surface at the time of appliCation.. Applicator 
"""'t91rl..., and ~fl;pnoo ot any bat ll1al is spilled lllxM> ground or placed les8 lllan &Inches down 
!he bunow entrance. 
FOllOW--Up: Pmfrl& (fagS tttat have eaten this bait \'Will begin to dkl off in 41D 5 days after they eat B 
lethal amount Applicator musl return 1o1ft& aile witl'in 11o 2 da;<o after bail oppNr:a11on, and on 110 2 
day lnteNBis, 1o oolect and properly diopose of any be~ or dead or dying prairie dogs mat may hevo 
como to tho t:urfecD. Carc:ass.cotl.oction and bwtal t::I'DAd occur In late aftsmoon. near sundoWn, In 
or<1or to reduca t1ut potanllal of scavonging alllmols finding prairie dog"""""""' Continua to colleot 
and dispOse or dead or dyfng prairie dog5-at 1 fD 2 day intoJVsl5 until dead animals Al'9 no longer' 
found. ca ......... burioQ on site muSt be irJ holes dug at lea&! 18 inch06 deep, or in Inactive burrows, 10 
awid seavonglng by non-target arlmels. Burial includes cowring and pacl<iog lf1e hole or ourrow w1111 
soli. 1urf animal k.illod other 1han pnUrie dogs mosU;te reportad to 1hu- Nebraska Oopartment c1 
Agricul1uro I>Y cal6ng {877) 800-4080. 
Reappl-: H pralao aog adlvlly pa<•i<ilo ......,.,_or montho after tho ba~ w .. oppHod, • 
OOCOfl<l apprlCati.on prior to Mard115 ts allowed, llY tteatlng burrow& in 1he same manner and proccz.dure 
as the first application. R>llow al bailing, animal disposal and repOrting directions as Indicated abQve. 

24{c) reglstmll 

SGOOW. ElmSreet 
Mlwaubo, WI 69209 
(414) 35f-1A76 



RED WILLOW COUNTY BALD EAGLE 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

INV 2007600155 
R-3 

Proper below ground application ofRozol, even with the poison inserted under ground with a 
special applicator, still results in poisoned prairie dogs dying above ground on the surface. These 
prairie dogs dying above ground, make for a very attractive food source for raptors and other 
animals. It is easy to imagine predators of every sort accessing this food source and ultimately 
dying from it. It appears authorization of Rozel for-use as_a_prairie dog poison is the real 
problem because of secondary poisoning issues with raptors feeding on the prairie dogs dying 
above ground. 

Due to the fact the Rozol was properly applied, by a licensed applicator following the label 
application guidelines, it appears the death of the eagle resulted because of the authorization of 
the use ofRozol as an approved poison for prairie dogs. This information should be passed 
along to the USFWS Ecological Service Office, to EPA, and the Nebraska Department of 
Agriculture for their use in arguing the merits of this decision and so they can consider what 
steps to take to prevent any future incidents. See Attachment # 1, copy of Rozol Label. 

----. 
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